THE MYTH OF ADONIS
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and solemnly celebrated than in the lands which border the
Eastern Mediterranean. Under the names of Osiris, Tarn-
muz, Adonis, and Attis, the peoples of Egypt and Western
Asia represented the yearly decay and revival of life,
especially of vegetable life, which they personified as a god
who annually died and rose again from the dead. In name
and detail the rites varied from place to place: in substance
they were the same. The supposed death and resurrec-
tion of this oriental deity, a god of many names but of
essentially one nature, is the subject of the present inquiry.
We begin with Tammuz or Adonis.1

The worship of Adonis was practised by the Semitic
peoples of Babylonia and Syria, and the Greeks borrowed it
from them as early as the seventh century before Christ.2
The true name of the deity was Tammuz : the appellation
of Adonis is merely the Semitic Adon, " lord," a title of
honour by which his worshippers addressed him.8 In the
Hebrew text of the Old Testament the same name Adonai,

1 The equivalence of Tammuz and
Adonis has been doubted or denied by
some scholars, as by Renan (Mission de
Phtnicie, Paris,  1864, pp, 216, 235)
and by Chwolsohn (Die Ssabier und
der Ssaotsmus, St. Petersburg,  1856,
ii. 510).    But the two gods are identi-
fied by Origen (Selecta in Euchielemt
Migne's Patrologia Graeca, xiii. 797),
Jerome (Epist. Iviii. 3 and Commentar,
in  Ezeckiclem, viii. 13,  /^,  Migne's
Patrologia Latina, xxii. 581, xxv. 82),
Cyril of Alexandria (In Isaiam, lib. ii.
tomus. iii., and Comment, on Jfosea,
iv. 15, Migne's Patrologia Graeca, Ixx.
441,   Ixxi.    136),    Theodoretus    (In
Esechielis cap.viii*, Migne's Patrologia
Graeca, Ixxxi. 885), the author of the
Paschal Chronicle (Migne's Patrologia
Graeca, xcii. 329) and Melito (in W.
Cureton's Spicilegium Syriacum, Lon-
don,  1855, p   4.4',;  and accordingly
we  may  fa'.My  conclude  that, what-
ever   their remote origin may  have
been, Tammuz and Adonis were in the
later   period of  antiquity practically
equivalent  to each other.     Compare
W. W. Graf Baudissin,  Studien zur
semitischen Religionsgeschickte(lAVps\Ci
1876-1878), i. 299; id., in Realency-

clopddie fur protestantische Theologie
und Kirchcngeschichtep s.v. "Tam-
muz "; id., Adonis undEsmun (Leipsic,
1911), pp. 94 sqq.; W. Mannhardt,
Antike Wald- und Feldkulte (Berlin,
1877), pp. 273 sqq.\ Ch. Vellay, " Le
dieu Thammuz," Revue de Pffistoire
des Religions, xlix. (1904) pp. 154-162.
Baudissin holds that Tammuz and
Adonis were two different gods sprung
from a common root (Adonis und
Esmun, p. 368). An Assyrian origin
of the cult of Adonis was long ago
affirmed by Macrobius (Sat. i. 21. i),
On Adonis and his worship in general
see also F. C. Movers, Die Phoenizier,
i. (Bonn, 1841) pp. 191 sqq.; W. H.
Engel, Kypros (Berlin, 1841), ii. 536
sqq.\ Ch. Vellay, Le culte et les files
d*Adonis - Thammouz dans P Orient
antique (Paris, 1904).
2 The mourning for Adonis is men-
tioned by Sappho, who flourished about
600 B .c. See Th. Bergk's Poetae Lyrici
Graeci* iii. (Leipsic, 1867) p. 897 ;
Pausanias, ix. 29. 8.
8 Ed. Meyer, Geschickte des Alter-
turns? i. 2 (Berlin, 1909), pp. 394 sq.\
W. W. Graf Baudissin, Adonis und
JSsmun, pp. 65 sqq.